
Wel co m e t o  w eek 3

C o n gr a t u l a t i o n s  t o  Mr  Bu r ge s s  a n d  h i s  w i f e  C h l o e  o n  t h e  b i r t h  o f
t h e i r  d a u gh t e r  T a l u l a h .  We  a r e  a l l  v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o  w e l c o m e  t h e  b u b
t o  o u r  Pa l m e r s  I s l a n d  PS  f a m i l y .  I n  Mr  Bu r ge s s  a b s e n c e  w e  w e l c o m e
Ms  Lo t z  a s  h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t .  

T h a n k s  t o  Du b b o  La w r e n c e  a n d  E r i c  Ly o n s  w h o  h e l p e d  S t r a w b s  p u t
i n  t h e  t o t e m  p o l e s  a s  a n  e n t e r a n c e  t o  o u r  r a i n f o r e s t .  T h e  r a i n f o r e s t
i s  ge t t i n g l o t s  o f  a t t e n t i o n  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  p l a y i n g
a n d  w o r k i n g t h e r e  d u r i n g t h e i r  b r e a k s .  

P a l m e r s  I s l a n d  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r

W h a t s  O n



Small Schools Athletics Carnival
Congratulations to our students who represented our school at the Small Schools
athletics carnival. It was a great day despite the cold start. We had a number of students
in reserve positions and will be notified if needed. Students qualifyfyf ing fofof r the Northern
Rivers Carnival on Friday 20th August are:

Savanah Bylos - 10yrs Girls, 100m Dash
Keegan Bylos - 8 yrs Boys, 100m Dash
Levi Harvey - 9 yrs, 100m Dash
Izzy Croftftf - Snr Girls, Discus

Palmers Island Athletics Movie
If you haven't had a chance to check out the Movie Mr Little has made documenting our
Athletics Carnival, be sure to pop on to Dojojo o and fofof llow the link.

PreKinder and 2022 Enrolments
If you know of any fafaf milies looking to start
their child in 2022 please share this
infofof rmation with them or fofof r further
infofof rmation please get them to contact our
offfff ice. We are accepting enrolments now.

Our Pre-Kinder transition program is getting
ready to start in Term 3. We look fofof rward to
welcoming our new enrolments to Wednesdayy
1/2/2/ day lessons through-out the term. In Term
4, our PreKinder students will participate in
full day readiness programs so they are fully
integrated and ready to start at day 1 in 2022.

Table Tennis
We are looking fofof rward to the installation of
our 2 outdoor table tennis tables soon to be
assembled next to the play ground
equipment. Weather permitting, these tables
will be ready fofof r lunch time action next week.
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Palmers Island P&C Fete // Familyy fufuf n dayy
The Family Fun Day has been postponed to 16th October due to the threat of increased
COVID restrictions. Please continue to support this event by collecting items fofof r
chocolate wheels and Tombola jars.
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Hello from K, 1, 2,

We’ve had a wonderful week of learning all about our VR sets in our class. Our students
have explored the mind in virtual reality, witnessing neurons fire between synapses and
we have explored our solar system, visiting difffff efef rent planets in an efffff ofof rt to understand
scale. We look fofof rward to working together with the 3, 4, 5, 6 class, making Interactive
scenes with their 360 cameras.

Our kindies have learned their first diagraphs and are about to learn even more such as
sh, qu, ee, and zz and z. My class have been learning ow and ou sounds in words and
soon we will learn aw and au sounds. They are being continually tested on their tricky
word and diagraph knowledge. Ms Ellems class are learning about contractions and
using speech and dialogue in text. They have been working hard on writing their stories
on the computer.

In Maths we’ve been completing our units on Data in Kindy, Year 1 and Year 2. We’ve
been working all together to graph and show data about fafaf vourite ice cream flavours,
letters in our name and how many books we read. Year 2 students have been working
one on one with Miss Lisa who’s testing their quick fafaf ct knowledge and by all reports
they have improved immensely.

That’s all fofof r now.

Kind regards
Mr. Little

A u g u s t  2 0 2 1



W E E K  4  -  T e r m  3

We would like to welcome Ms Lotz to Palmers Island Public School.
Ms Lotz will be working with 3/4/4/ /5/5/ /6/6/ fofof r the next six weeks while
Mr Burgess is on leave.
We would like to congratulate Mr and Mrs Burgess on the birth of
their beautiful daughter Tallulah.
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dislike reading, writing or maths and/o/o/ r find reading, writing or maths hard
have a lot of trouble spelling common words, using rhyming works or counting
find it hard to spot the sounds and syllables in words - fofof r example, the 'k' sound in
monkey
find it hard to link a number to the associated word - fofof r example, '5' and 'five'
don't fefef el confident about schoolwork.

Talk with your child's teacher
See your GP

Learning Difffff ifif culties and Learning Disorders - what are they?y?y

I fofof und this great article on Raisingkids.net.au. If you wish to read the full article check out
their website or alternatively if you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact us
here at PIPS.

Learning difffff ifif culties are problems with reading, writing and/o/o/ r maths.

Learning disorders are specific, serious and ongoing problems with reading, writing and/o/o/ r
maths, which are diagnosed by health profefef ssionals. Dyyslexia, dyysgrapphia and dyyscalculia are
examples of learning disorders.

'Learning disorder' is the term that health profefef ssionals use when they're diagnosing a
specific problem with reading, writing and/o/o/ r maths. Some people use 'learning disability'.
These terms mean more or less the same thing.

Learning difffff ifif culties and early signs of learning disorders

Learning difffff iculties and early signs of learning disorders are oftftf en picked up in the fifif rst two
years of school, when children start classroom-based learning in reading, writing and maths.

If your school-age child has learning difffff iculties or a learning disorder, you might notice that
they:

If your child has early learning difffff iculties, it doesn't automatically mean they have a learning
disorder. Some children take longer than others to develop literacy and numeracy skills. Or
there might be other things that make it hard fofof r children - fofof r example, they've missed a lot
of school or they have hearing or vision problems.

Worried about learning difffff ifif culties or learning disorders: what to do

If you think your child is having early difffff iculties with reading, writing and maths, it's
important to get these problems checked out early. There are several things you can do.

1.
2.
Your GP might refefef r you to another health profefef ssional like a paediatrician, psychologist,
speech pathologist or audiologist fofof r further assessment and tests.
These profefef ssionals can help you work out whether there are other things that are making
it hard fofof r your child to learn - fofof r example, problems with sight, hearing, language
development, or attention and fofof cus.
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more intensive or frequent work with a learning support offfff icer to support your child's
individual needs
changes to the learning environment - fofof r example, your child might learn better if they
sit closer to the front of the classroom or away from distractions
changes to learning and assessment activities - fofof r example, your child might be able to
have extra time to do assessment tasks or exams
assistive technology - there are many devices and softftf ware that can make things easier fofof r
your child by turning text to speech, checking spelling, predicting words, presenting
infofof rmation visually, and so on.

3. Ask about school-based skills programs
4. Ask fofof r a fofof rmal assessment fofof r learning disorders

Specialised learning support fofof r children with learning disorders

If your child is diagnosed with a learning disorder, it's important to get support fofof r your child
as soon as possible.

With this support, your child can improve their skills and start to make good progress with
their learning. This will help your child stay engaged with school

At school, support might include:

Outside school, you could look into support like specialist coaching or tutoring in your child's
specific areas of difffff iculty.

It's also a good idea to ask your child's teacher and other profefef ssionals what you can do to
support your child's learning.

Your child might have difffff iculties like attention deficit hyypperactivityy disorder ((ADHD)) or
language pproblems, which are contributing to their learning disorder. If so, your health
profefef ssionals will work with you and your child on a plan to address these difffff iculties too.

When you're choosing therapies or supports fofof r your child, look fofof r ones that are backed by
scientific evidence. Therapies or supports that haven't been scientifically tested might not be
worth your money and time. It's always a good idea to talk to a profefef ssional to get reliable
advice about therapies and supports.







 




